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Tylt Recs: Ultimate
pride anthems by
LGBTQ+ artists of

this era
Pride Month has ended, but we still have our pride. During the

month, we’ve celebrated LGBTQ+ artists who have made an impact in

mainstream music, repped the LGBTQ+ communities, ascended to

gay icon status and, hence, gave us some of the greatest pride

anthems of this era!

We've featured some of the most revered anthems by LGBTQ+ artists

of this era in a bracket. Thanks to you all, we have a winner and

ranking based on how you voted, in order from the bottom spot to the

top. Check out  our user-voted ranking belowCheck out  our user-voted ranking below for “Ultimate Pride

Anthem by a Mainstream LGBTQ+ Artist of this Era” title.
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16. Tove Lo’s ‘Disco Tits’

Photo by Graham Denholm/Getty Images

Bisexual pop star Tove Lo sung it best on “Disco Tits.” “No, I don't, I

don't have a type, take a hit. Come on over tonight, take a hit.” The

bop is all about being ready to live in the moment with…whomever.

While this bop is beloved within the gay community, it unfortunately

places at no. 16! “Disco Tits” only got 26 percent of the vote against

Troye Sivan’s “Bloom” in the first round. Ugh! Still, take a listen via

Spotify, but just be prepared to dance!

15. Miley Cyrus’ ‘Bang Me Box’

Photo by Kevin Winter/Getty Images for iHeartMedia

Miley Cyrus came out as pansexual in 2015 and dropped “Bang Me

Box,” which is explicitly about lesbian sex, on her album “Miley Cyrus

and Her Dead Petz.” The sexually explicit song only places at no. 15 on

this list with 32 percent of the vote against Janelle Monáe’s “Pynk” in

the first round. But you know you’re curious about this one, so go

take a listen via Spotify.

14. Years & Years’ ‘Sanctify’

Photo by Jeff J Mitchell/Getty Images

Frontman Olly Alexander of Years & Years is openly gay and declares

“Sanctify” to be about religion and Britney Spears, but the song really

has a deeper meaning by positively proclaiming that queer sex is an

act of sanctity and not a sin. This bop places in at no. 14, but at least

garnered 41 percent of the vote against Kim Petras’ “Malibu” in round

one. Take a listen via Spotify right now.

13. Adam Lambert’s ‘Superpower’

Photo by ANGELA WEISS/AFP via Getty Images

Adam Lambert is an out and proud rocker. His queer anthem

“Superpower” is all about being yourself and taking back your power.

This what I call an anthem! Unfortunately, this self-declarative bop

places in at no. 13, gaining 43 percent of the vote against Lil Nas X’s

“C7osure (You Like)” in the first round. Still, if you need some dance-

rock and motivation in your life, take a listen via Spotify. 

12. Frank Ocean’s ‘Forrest Gump’

Photo by Kevork Djansezian/Getty Images

Frank Ocean came out as bisexual in a Tumblr post in 2012,

expressing his love for another man and his first, true love. His

coming out became a groundbreaking moment in the hip-hop and

R&B musical space. Furthermore, he expresses his same-sex love on

“Forrest Gump,” which references the 1994 movie and is told via the

perspective of Gump’s love interest, Jenny—creating a double

meaning for the iconic, smooth bop. It was a close race, but Frank’s

“Forrest Gump” lost against Sam Smith’s “HIM” with 45 percent of

the vote in round one. So, this iconic fan-favorite is definitely still

worth a listen. Go to Spotify now.

11. Kehlani’s ‘Honey’

Photo by Kevin Winter/Getty Images for iHeartMedia

Kehlani identifies as pansexual and also does not hide her queerness

in her music. “Honey” is all how Kehlani likes her women, singing, “I

like my girls just like I like my honey; sweet.” “Honey” and its remix

are such bops! Even though, this R&B superstar lost against Halsey,

Lauren Jauregui’s “Strangers” with 46 percent of the vote in round

one, check it out via Spotify.

10. Panic! At the Disco’s ‘Girls / Girls /Boys’

Photo by MAURO PIMENTEL / AFP) (Photo by MAURO PIMENTEL/AFP via Getty
Images

Panic! At the Disco’s Brendon Urie identifies as pansexual. And the

pop-punk band’s “Girls/Girls/Boys” is all about the exploration of

bisexuality, just like the lyrics say, “Girls love girls and boys

(Sophisticated, manipulated)[…]But girls love girls and boys, and love

is not a choice.” This anthem scored a little over 46 percent of the

vote against Hayley Kiyoko’s “Girls Like Girls.” So because this face-

off was so close, take a listen via Spotify.

 9. Todrick Hall’s ‘Nails, Hair, Hips, Heels’

Photo by Cindy Ord/Getty Images

Mother Ru is clearly an influence on entertainer Todrick Hall, who

makes pride bops in his own right. “Nails, Hair, Hips, Heels” is a

declaration of being “THAT B————” for the gurls, honey! So it

only makes sense that Todrick lost against LGBTQ+ pioneer RuPaul’s

“Sissy That Walk” in a tight race—coming in with 46 percent of the

final vote in the first round. There’s no denying “Nails, Hair, Hips,

Heels” bops though. So listen via Spotify.

8. Lil Nas X’s ‘C7osure (You Like)’

Photo by Frazer Harrison/Getty Images for Spotify

Lil Nas X’s “C7osure (You Like)” is all about pushing forward

regardless of fear, and according to him, if you also listen carefully to

the lyrics, he declares his gayness. The pop superstar came out as gay

on World Pride Day in 2019. While the hit dominated the first round,

it only gained 34 percent of the vote against Hayley Kiyoko’s “Girls

Like Girls” in the second round. But still check it out via Spotify.

7. Kim Petras' 'Malibu'

Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images for dick clark productions

Kim Petras made her empowering declaration and breakthrough with

"I Don't Want It at All.” But she really came through in time for

summer 2020 with “Malibu.” While the lyrics compare a lover’s kisses

to Malibu, the song is already being adopted as a pride anthem, and

the music video features an array of queer and transgender stars.

While “Malibu” only scored 33 percent of the vote against RuPaul’s

“Sissy That Walk” in the second round, it got more votes than Lil Nas

X’s “C7osure (You Like)” in the first round, meaning this song ranks

just one spot higher. So check it out via Spotify.

6. Halsey, Lauren Jauregui’s ‘Strangers’

Photo by Gustavo Caballero/Getty Images for iHeartMedia

Halsey and Lauren Jauregui both identify as bisexual and teamed up

for an anthem about two women who meet and instantly fall in love

—”Strangers.” While “Strangers” rocked the first round, in the second

round the bop lost with 45 percent of the vote against Sam Smith’s

“HIM.” Still, worth listening to the dance bop via Spotify.

5. Janelle Monáe’s ‘Pynk'

Photo by Leon Neal/Getty Images

Janelle Monáe gave us a Black feminist and queer declaration of an

album with “Dirty Computer,” exclaiming her sexuality as pansexual.

“Pynk” is both a feminist and queer anthem, proclaiming vaginal

power. But it’s not the only anthem that recently explored sex and

sexuality. Dang! What a tight race against Troye Sivan’s “Bloom” in

the second round, but “Pynk” lost with 48 percent of the vote. “Pynk”

is clearly still a worthy anthem. So go listen to it!

4. Sam Smith’s “HIM”

Photo by Cooper Neill/Getty Images for iHeartMedia

Sam Smith came out as nonbinary in 2019, and uses they/them/theirs

pronouns. While “Stay with Me” was revered as a pride anthem for

highlighting the looniness of being a queer and actually wanting a

one-night-stand to stay, it was their ballad and sophomore album’s

gem “HIM” that centers around the struggles of coming out and

being queer in love. “HIM” is a tearjerker of a ballad, which made it to

the top four. Unfortunately for fans, the ballad lost to Hayley Kiyoko's

“Girls Like Girls” in the semi-final with 29 percent of the vote. Still,

it’s clearly a ballad worthy of your time, so take a listen via Spotify.

3. Troye Sivan’s ‘Bloom’

Photo by Stefan Gosatti/Getty Images

Troye Sivan’s “Bloom” definitely has its sexual undertones and is

revered as a “bop for bottoming.” While Troye’s fans really did show

up for him here, this bop places in at no. 3 after a tough race between

RuPaul’s “Sissy That Walk,” scoring 44 percent of the vote in the

semi-final. Check out “Bloom” via Spotify.

2. Hayley Kiyoko's 'Girls Like Girls’

Photo by Kevin Winter/Getty Images

Hayley Kiyoko had sung it best with “girls like girls, like boys do,

nothing new.” “Girls Like Girls” is about a girl attracted to girls with

boyfriends, while also empowering and normalizing lesbian

attraction. “Girls Like Girls” really slayed the competition throughout

the bracket, but came up short in the end, losing with 41 percent of

the vote in the final. Still, this bop holds so much significance…

clearly. So go check out our runner-up via Spotify.

1. RuPaul's 'Sissy That Walk’

Photo by Mark Mainz/Getty Images

And the winner is…

The World’s Most Famous Drag Queen!

S E A R C H

Every vote is a voice that tells a story.

! " # $

https://thetylt.com/culture
https://thetylt.com/entertainment
https://thetylt.com/politics
https://thetylt.com/sports
https://thetylt.com/results
https://thetylt.com/td/podcasts
https://thetylt.com/td/videos
https://www.thetylt.co/about
https://thetylt.com/td/music
https://thetylt.com/td/pop-music
https://thetylt.com/td/lgbtq
https://thetylt.com/td/tylt-recs
https://thetylt.com/td/rankings
https://thetylt.com/
https://www.thetylt.co/about
http://www.facebook.com/TheTylt/
http://twitter.com/TheTylt
http://www.instagram.com/thetylt/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiBoztH_2u9-P9Ewl4IE42A?sub_confirmation=1
https://medium.com/@TheTylt


EVERY VOICE TELLS A STORY
S H A R E  T H E  T Y L T

"" %%

Entertainment

WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW

Girl Power Anthems Love Really Nostalgia Rupaul's Drag Race

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Music's greatest gay
icon: Madonna or
RuPaul?

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Best gay anthem: 'Vogue'
or 'Supermodel'?

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Best gay anthem: 'I Will
Survive' or 'True Colors'?

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Music's greatest gay
icon: Janet Jackson or
Lady Gaga?

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Music's greatest gay
icon: George Michael or
Melissa Etheridge?

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Music's greatest gay
icon: RuPaul or Lady
Gaga?

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Music's greatest gay
icon: George Michael or
Lady Gaga?

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Music's greatest gay
icon: Cher or Lady Gaga?

V I E W  A L L

Sign up for our weekly newsletter!

Your email J O I N  I N

By signing up, you agree to our Terms and Privacy Notice and to receive email  correspondence from us.

! " # & $

FAQs Submit a Topic Partner With Us

© 2020 The Tylt. Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (updated 1/1/20> and Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement (updated 1/1/20>. © 2020 Advance

Local Media LLC. All rights reserved. About Advanced. The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Advance

Local. Your California Privacy Rights.

Glamazon RuPaul reached a new peak with the hit “Supermodel (You

Better Work)” in the ’90s, and instantly became a gay icon. But

Mother Ru’s pride anthem “Sissy That Walk” proves he has longevity

as a pop icon, as well. In the end, RuPaul snatched the crown with 59

percent of the vote in the final! Only fitting for a queen to wear this

crown! Take a listen here via Spotify.

Review the ranking below!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hGKElusA6I

Check out this episode of Fiercely Fandom with Deron. where host

Deron Dalton and special guest—rising music star and entertainer

Jayse Vegas—kiki about their favorite gay anthems and revered gay

icons. This dynamic duo also discuss the ranking of the ultimate

pride anthems by mainstream LGBTQ+ artists of this era! And also,

Deron interviews Jayse about what is "the gay agenda"!

https://fiercely-fandom-with-

deron.simplecast.com/episodes/celebrating-pride-music-with-rising-

star-jayse-vegas
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